
 

 

The SCOPE Programme 

The English language Programme is being developed on the Common European Framework 
which is as follows: 
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE LEVELS 
C2 (ALTE 5) 
C1 (ALTE 4) 
B2 (ALTE 3) 
B1 (ALTE 2) 
A2 (ALTE 1) 
A1 (ALTE BREAKTHROUGH) 
 
Level I to V of the SCOPE¡¯s Programme will map to the levels A1 to C1 of the common 
European Framework. Out of which levels I, II and III will be available at all centers and 
levels IV and V will be available to the select few centers which demonstrate the 
competency to deliver the Programme successfully. Levels IV and V will be launched after six 
months of the launch of the Programme. 
Each level covers the following learning areas: listening, reading, speaking and grammar. 
Within each learning area there are a range of online tools designed to provide students 
with the pedagogical support needed to effectively and independently work in that learning 
area; for example, the audio version of written texts, the translation option, the dictionary, 
and the visual aids. 

Listening 

The listening section is designed to enhance students¡¯ comprehension of aural input 
through exposure to a variety of listening segments (video clips, television shows, radio 
programs, voicemail messages, etc.). 

Reading 

The reading section is designed to expose students to different text types (stories, ads, 
letters, postcards and articles) with emphasis on reading strategies: guessing words from 
context identifying main idea, keywords, etc. 

Speaking 

The Speaking section consists of real life dialogues set in everyday situations, with an 
emphasis on functional language for daily use. 



 

 

Grammar 

The Grammar section introduces the grammatical structures in context and provides 
practice in them. Animated, humorous examples illustrate the use of the grammatical 
structures and facilitate their acquisition. Explanations and examples are also provided. 

All Cambridge English exams are developed using the principles and approaches of the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) – the standard 
benchmark used internationally to describe language ability. 

Describing levels of language ability 

The CEFR describes language ability in a scale of levels from A1 for beginners up to C2 for 
those who have mastered a language.  

What can learners do at each level? 

Cambridge ESOL is a founder member of ALTE (Association of Language Testers in Europe), a 
group of leading language testing organisations in Europe. In order to make examination 
results easier to understand, ALTE members have developed a series of Can Do statements 
for each of the CEFR levels. These statements describe what language users can typically do 
with the language at different levels and in different contexts (general, social and tourist, 
work or study). 

Find out more about Cambridge ESOL and the CEFR 

For example, these are the ALTE Can Do statements for general language: 

ALTE Can Do Statements: overall general ability 

CEFR 
LEVELS 

Listening/Speaking Reading  Writing 

C2 

CAN advise on or talk about 
complex or sensitive issues, 
understanding colloquial 
references and deal 
confidently with hostile 
questions. 

CAN understand 
documents, 
correspondence and 
reports, including the 
finer points of complex 
texts. 

CAN write letters on any 
subject and full notes of 
meetings or seminars with 
good expression and 
accuracy. 

C1 

CAN contribute effectively to 
meetings and seminars within 
own area of work or keep up a 
casual conversation with a 
good degree of fluency, coping 
with abstract expressions. 

CAN read quickly enough 
to cope with an academic 
course, to read the media 
for information or to 
understand non-standard 
correspondence. 

CAN prepare/draft 
professional 
correspondence, take 
reasonably accurate notes 
in meetings or write an 
essay which shows an 
ability to communicate. 

B2 
CAN follow or give a talk on a 
familiar topic or keep up a 
conversation on a fairly wide 

CAN scan texts for 
relevant information, and 
understand detailed 

CAN make notes while 
someone is talking or 
write a letter including 

http://www.alte.org/
http://www.alte.org/cando/alte_cando.pdf
http://www.alte.org/cando/alte_cando.pdf
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/about/standards/cefr.html


 

 

range of topics.  instructions or advice. non-standard requests. 

B1 

CAN express opinions on 
abstract/cultural matters in a 
limited way or offer advice 
within a known area, and 
understand instructions or 
public announcements.  

CAN understand routine 
information and articles, 
and the general meaning 
of non-routine 
information within a 
familiar area.  

CAN write letters or make 
notes on familiar or 
predictable matters. 

A2 
CAN express simple opinions 
or requirements in a familiar 
context. 

CAN understand 
straightforward 
information within a 
known area, such as on 
products and signs and 
simple textbooks or 
reports on familiar 
matters.  

CAN complete forms and 
write short, simple letters 
or postcards related to 
personal information.  

A1 

CAN understand basic 
instructions or take part in a 
basic factual conversation on a 
predictable topic. 

CAN understand basic 
notices, instructions or 
information. 

CAN complete basic 
forms, and write notes 
including times, dates and 
places. 

Find out more about the ALTE Can Do statements. 

How many hours of study to reach each level? 

Cambridge ESOL is often asked about the number of study hours (or guided learning hours) 
required to reach a certain examination level. It is not possible to give a categorical answer 
to this, as hours of study required will vary depending upon several factors, such as the 
candidate’s language learning background, the intensity of the study, the inclinations and 
age of the individual, as well as the amount of study/exposure outside of lesson times. The 
following figures are, however, sometimes quoted as an approximate guideline: 

CEFR Level Guided Learning Hours 

C2 approximately 1,000–1,200 

C1 approximately 700–800 

B2 approximately 500–600 

B1 approximately 350–400 

A2 approximately 180–200 

A1               approximately 50–120 

http://www.alte.org/

